L.I. PINE BARRENS SOIETY HONORS KEYSPAN AND

ENVIRONMENTALIST JAMES TRIPP AT GALA CELEBRATION
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Manorville, NY October 7, 2002-- The Long Island Pine Barrens Society will honor Keyspan Corporation and James T.B. Tripp, General Counsel of Environment Defense, at it 25th Annual Awards Gala Celebration. 

This event, which takes place at 7p.m. Friday, October 11, 2002, celebrates the Long Island Pine Barrens Society's Silver Anniversary, and will take place at Land's End Restaurant on the Water, in Sayville, New York. 

Members of the media are invited to attend the event as guests of the Pine Barrens Society.

KeySpan will receive the Pine Barrens Society's award for "Outstanding Contribution to Long Island's Environment." Mr. Tripp will accept the Pine Barrens' "Environmental Achievement Award." 

"We couldn't be more pleased to honor KeySpan and Mr. Tripp," said Richard Amper, Executive Director of the Long Island Pine Barrens Society. "Mr. Tripp is a Long Island resident with a strong personal and professional commitment to the environment. KeySpan has been an outstanding corporate citizen, and is the first corporation that the Pine Barrens Society has honored in its 25-year history." 

"KeySpan is proud to be recognized for its environmental efforts by the Pine Barrens Society," said Robert B. Catell, Chairman and CEO of KeySpan. "Protection of the environment is a core value for KeySpan. We see ourselves as guardians of the air we breathe and the water we drink. This is a sacred trust and responsibility, a legacy we bequeath to our children."

A member of the S&P 500, KeySpan Corporation is the largest distributor of natural gas in the Northeast, with 2.5 million gas customers and about 12,000 employees. KeySpan is also the largest investor-owned electric generator in New York State and operates Long Island's electric system under contract with the Long Island Power Authority for its 1.1 million customers. It is the parent of KeySpan Energy Delivery, which provides gas service to 400,000 customers on Long Island. Recognized by the Natural Resources Defense Council as "one of the cleanest utilities" in the country, KeySpan is a strong supporter of environmental organizations in its service areas in New York City, New England, and on Long Island.

Founded in 1977, the Long Island Pine Barrens Society is a non-partisan, not-for-profit organization dedicated to the study, appreciation, and protection of drinking water and habitat on Long Island.  

