Last Chance Riverhead

Coalition Statement
We, the undersigned groups, agree that Riverhead faces significant challenges to the high quality of life enjoyed by its residents up to this point.

These challenges include the loss of our open space and farmland, the overcrowding of our schools and the clogging of our roads with traffic, the loss of housing opportunities for our children and our workforce, and the escalation of our taxes to unreasonable and unaffordable rates.  

We believe that the adoption and enaction of the positive changes recommended by Riverhead’s 2002 Master Plan will help our town to meet and overcome some of the challenges we face. Therefore as civic associations, businesses, and environmental groups representing over 10,000 Riverhead and Long Island residents, we have come together to support the following priority issues: 

1. Revitalizing our Downtown. We support incentives for private development downtown, in walking distance of transportation, shopping, schools, and jobs. This will involve the designation of the Downtown area as a Transfer of Development Rights Receiving Area, enabling the productive reuse of many underutilized and abandoned sites. 

2. Protecting Agriculture. We support the protection of our farm belt and farms north of Sound Avenue as agricultural land, through its designation as an Agricultural Opportunity Zone (AOZ). Sprawling residential development will be discouraged in the AOZ by its designation as a Transfer of Development Rights Sending Area, allowing the landowner to receive greater equity for development rights utilized off-site (in a receiving area) than for on-site development of the farm itself. A mandatory subdivision cluster provision will ensure that even if a large farm is developed, 70% of the parcel’s farmland will be preserved in perpetuity for agricultural activity. 

3. Reduction of Potential Buildout Density. Today’s figures confirm that under our current zoning, our population will increase to at least 55,000 residents, more than double our current population. We will face a situation not unlike that in currently bankrupt Nassau County, in which escalating property taxes still fail to offset the cost of services for such a widely dispersed suburban population. Therefore we support the Master Plan’s recommendation that the minimum size for a residential building lot be increased to 80,000 square feet, and the conversion of Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) to non-residential commercial and industrial uses downtown, Route 58, and Grumman/EPCAL TDR receiving areas.   

4. Housing for our Workforce. Through private initiatives and the use of TDR credits, we encourage the development of affordable renter and owner-occupied apartments, townhouses, and homes in the Downtown area, as defined by the Master Plan. Adding residents to this area will revitalize downtown economically by creating a market for the community’s goods and services, and a heightened sense of safety on the streets. 

5. Public Transportation for Our Citizens. As the Master Plan suggests, the beautiful rural character of our most scenic roads and avenues will be preserved by widening only Route 58 to the Route 105 intersection. To further ease traffic and provide access for the elderly and lower income Riverhead residents, all new residential and commercial developments should include a point of access to public transportation. 

6. Limiting Growth Along Our Long Island Soundfront and Peconic Bayfront. To protect the high quality of our swimming, fishing, and recreational areas on our two Estuaries of National Significance, we must take steps to protect our coastlines. Development along our north shore should be reduced beyond the two-acre zoning suggested, if this area is to remain a Transfer of Development Rights receiving area. This would make denser development possible only through preservation of farmland by purchase of Development Rights. On the Peconic River and Bay, large undeveloped areas should likewise be zoned for uses that will minimally impact water quality.

7. Making the Plan’s Recommendations a Reality. We recommend that the Town of Riverhead establish a “Master Plan Advisory Board” by January 2003, consisting of a representative sample of the town’s citizens and their organizations. This Board will work with town decision makers and consultants to ensure that the Plan’s recommendations are reviewed and enacted in a timely manner.  

We ask that these elements be promptly incorporated into the Master Plan, and expect that the Plan be adopted and enacted into law by June 2003. 

Councilman Ed Densieski

*Aquebogue-Jamesport-Laurel Business Association

*Clearview Civic Association

*Concerned Citizens of Calverton

*Greater Calverton Civic Association

*Greater Jamesport Civic Association

League of Conservation Voters

Long Island Pine Barrens Society

*Millbrook Gables Civic Association

*Nor-Doc Civic Association 

North Fork Environmental Council

*North Fork Tax-Pac

*Peconic Community Council

*Riverhead Business Improvement District

*Riverhead Chamber of Commerce

*Riverhead Councilpeople

*Vision Long Island

*Wading River Civic Association
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