ENVIRONMENTALISTS PUMPED UP ABOUT GAS STATION IN PINE BARRENS
Demonstration & Public Hearing Will Press for Enforcement of Pine Barrens Act
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Environmental and civic leaders will challenge a proposal by the Amerada Hess Corporation to build a gasoline station in the Core Preservation Area of the Long Island Pine Barrens.  The citizens plan a demonstration at Brookhaven Town Hall at 2 P.M. on Wednesday, January 15.  Then, they will testify at a 3 P.M. public hearing on the controversial plan, before the New York State Pine Barrens Commission.  That hearing will be held in the Parking Violations Hearing Room in Building 8 of the Brookhaven complex at 3233 Route 112 in Medford (between the L.I.E. and Rt. 25).  At least three dozen citizens are expected at the hearing and others who are unable to attend will be submitting written testimony to be read on their behalf.
Hess seeks an exemption to construct a gas station and convenience store at the southeast corner of County Road 111 and the L.I.E. in Manorville.  The site is located in the Core Preservation Area of the Pine Barrens, which overlies the Island’s largest and purest drinking water supply and where development is largely prohibited.

“The thought of four, 10,000-gallon underground fuel storage tanks being placed in Long Island’s Sole Source Aquifer in a Special Groundwater Protection Area should be cause for concern to anyone on Long Island who drinks water,” said the Pine Barrens Society Executive Director Richard Amper.

The demonstration and public hearing come just 10 days after environmentalists discovered that Brookhaven Town had failed to enforce the Pine Barrens Act in the case of a politically- connected operator of the Long Island Shooting Range in Ridge who illegally cleared 20 acres of Core Pine Barrens and constructed buildings without required permits.  The town claimed to have sued the range operator, Frank Vigliarolo, but never asked that it be reviewed by a judge.  The Pine Barrens Society has moved to enter the case and prosecute the violation.
Just prior to the hearing -- at 2 P.M. – at least two dozen citizens will hold a rally at the main entrance of Brookhaven Town Hall.  Here, protesters will be seen toting colorful signs such as “Get the Hess out of the Pine Barrens” and “This idea is rotten to the Core.”  They will also be drawing attention to an equally important Pine Barren’s matter, enforcement of the Pine Barrens Act.  Signs with phrases such as “there ought to be a law – enforce it or get out of the way” regarding this issue will be prevalent, as well.
Photo opportunities.
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