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PRESERVATION FUNDING THREATENED

State & Suffolk Programs Imperiled

Fall 2001
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Despite dire warnings and feverish
activity on the part of the Pine Barrens
Society and other environmental groups,
New York State and Suffolk County
have nearly exhausted funds for acquisi-
tion of open space and purchase of farm-
land development rights.

"With the exception of the Drinking
Water Protection Program, all of our
preservation programs are over-sub-
scribed," said Suffolk Real Estate
Director Allan Grecco.  This means that
there are more parcels targeted for
acquisition than funds to pay for them.
He warned that funding would be gone
by the end of the year.

Even the successful Drinking Water
Protection Program, funded by a quarter
percent sales tax, has been stalled
because the Suffolk County Legislature
has not authorized borrowing at zero 
to three percent interest rates, against
anticipated revenues.  Resolutions to
borrow between $63 million and $75
million were in committee at press 
time, fully a year after the Society
warned the purchases would stop, if
Suffolk failed to authorize borrowing
under the New York State
Environmental Facilities Corporation's
State Revolving Fund.  The New York
State Legislature authorized the Suffolk
bonding in June after County 
officials said the re-authorization of 
the program forbade borrowing to make
purchases even though the program had
been doing so for more than a decade.

In Albany, infighting over 
the state budget made the environment 
a victim as the interim budget, 
agreed to by lawmakers and Governor
Pataki failed to include funding 
for the state's Environmental 
Protection Fund.  This comes as the last 

dollars from the Clean Water/Clean Air
Bond Act were being expended.
Environmentalists hope that the final
state budget will restore EPF funding and
that a new environmental bond act will be
considered next year.

"Long Island is very close to being
out of the land preservation business for

the first time in decades," said Pine
Barrens Society President Alan Singer.
"This is particularly troubling because
voters have consistently approved refer-
endum after referendum aimed at preserv-
ing open space and farmland."  Nearly 

Pine Barrens Pipeline Proposed

(continued on page 6)

Islander East Pipeline Company, LLC, a
partnership between Keyspan and Duke
Energy, filed an application with the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
to construct a 50 mile, 24-inch diameter,
high pressure, interstate gas pipeline,
from North Haven, CT to Yaphank, NY.

About 18 miles of the pipe would be
located on Long Island, including a lat-
eral extension of the pipe to the former
Grumman property in Calverton.

Islander East's project proposal calls
for the pipeline to supply natural gas to
two new power plants, one in
Brookhaven, and one in Calverton.
Plans include cutting a 50-150ft swath,
much of it through preserved Pine
Barrens forest, along the entire route.
Most of the main route is just East of
the William Floyd Parkway, while the
Calverton Lateral traverses along the
South side of Route 25A. 

The pipeline as proposed would go
through the Core Preservation Area of
the Central Pine Barrens, including the
headwaters of the Peconic River.  The
Long Island Pine Barren's Society has
intervened in the Federal Energy
Regulatory proceedings regarding this
matter.  The Society's Executive
Director stated, "The Islander East
pipeline project as proposed is unneces-
sarily violative of the Pine Barrens
ecosystem and the State law that pro-
tects it.  We are not persuaded that this
project as proposed is in fact anything 
less than the most environmentally 

(continued on page 3)

New Keyspan pipe in the Compatible

Growth Area along the south side of the LIE 
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Attorney General Backs Society in Court
Attorney General Eliot Spitzer

has filed an Amicus Curiae ("Friend
of the Court") brief in the Appellate
Division of New York State
Supreme Court supporting the right
of the Long Island Pine Barrens
Society to sue East Hampton and
Southampton towns for failing to
consider the effects of development
on drinking water when granting
building approvals.

Last Spring, a State Supreme
Court Justice dismissed the Society's lawsuit demanding considera-
tion of the cumulative impacts of projects in the South Fork Pine
Barrens and state-designated Special Groundwater Protection Area.
He said the environmental group did not have "standing" -- that is,
the right to sue.  The Society appealed and the Attorney General
intervened on its behalf and in support of the rights of environmen-
talists statewide to challenge violations of state environmental law.

Also filing an Amicus brief in the case, is Environmental
Defense (formerly the Environmental Defense Fund) the New
York-based national environmental organization.  The South Fork
towns asked the Appeals Court to reject the briefs, but the Court
denied the towns' motion to do so.

"The State has a strong interest in assuring that the standards,
policies, and environmental review processes...are carefully fol-
lowed to protect the human environment," Spitzer told the Court.
Writing for Environmental Defense, General Counsel James T.B.
Tripp warned that the lower court ruling denying the Society stand-
ing "could have far reaching implications for the ability of private
citizens to vindicate environmental interests that are explicitly pro-
tected by statute."

The Pine Barrens Society and the Friends of the Court say that
State Supreme Court Justice Howard Berler and others who have
denied standing to environmental groups are misunderstanding a
1991 decision concerning "standing," by the Court of Appeals, New
York's highest court.  That decision denied standing to the Society
of the Plastics Industry in a case challenging Suffolk County's
short-lived law banning plastic packaging.  The environ-
mentalists contend that the Society of Plastics was denied standing
because it was an industry group bringing suit under state environ-

mental law.  Since the Pine Barrens Society is an 
environmental organization, they argue, it should 
certainly be permitted to sue for alleged violations
of the State Environmental Quality Review Act,
which, among other things governs how towns
must review proposed development projects.

"This case has implications far beyond drinking
water protection and habitat preservation in eastern
Long Island," said the Society's attorney, Regina
Seltzer, "If the Society loses, every environmental-
ist in the state loses.  The right to use the judicial
branch to challenge violations of state environmen-
tal law must not be denied."

Bush Restores Cleanup Funds

President George Bush has restored $5 million 
for expedited clean-up at Brookhaven National
Laboratory.  In April, the Department of Energy
announced a 16.5 percent reduction in funding to 
clean up contaminated soil and groundwater at the
sprawling 5000-acre research facility in the Central 
Pine Barrens.

"We're pleased that the White House has recog-
nized the importance of accelerated clean-up of the 
Lab," said PBS Executive Director, Richard Amper 
who heads the subcommittee of the 36-member
Community Advisory Council, responsible for 
expedited clean-up.  "This is good news for Long 
Island."  The more rapid schedule will allow for 
completion in 2004 at a savings to taxpayers of $16 
million.

Attorney General Eliot Spitzer

BAYBERRY: BOGIE OR BIRDIE?

One of the top targets for preservation has been 
purchased for development of a private organic golf
course.  The bayfront property in Southampton, 
known as Bayberry, is a 307-acre combination of
woodlands and wetlands that borders Cold Spring
Harbor, Peconic Bay, and the National Golf Links 
in Shinnecock Hills.  Many environmentalists 
joined the Pine Barrens Society in naming 
Bayberry as a priority for preservation in the Pine
Barrens Society's most recent initiative against 
over-development, "Enough is enough!" which began
back in April of this year.  Although The 
Nature Conservancy had been working with the 
state, Suffolk County, and the town of Southampton to
create a deal to preserve the land, Michael 
Pascucci, owner of WLNY-55, bought the 
Bayberry property for $45 million from the pension
fund of Local 3 of the International Brotherhood of

(continued on page 7)
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THE THICKET

Upton Ecology Reserve Established at BNL

by Lori Cunniff

Ms. Cunniff is the Environmental Services Division

Manager at Brookhaven National Laboratory.

A picturesque Brookhaven National Lab Pine Barrens

Preserve

Another piece of unique Pine Barren habitat has been set aside
for preservation.  The Department of Energy and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service signed an agreement on November 9, 2000 to per-
manently preserve 530 acres at Brookhaven National Laboratory.
Officially named the Upton Ecological and Research Reserve, this
parcel is part of a unique Pine Barrens ecosystem and provides
habitat to more than 220 species of plants and 162 species of mam-
mals, birds, reptiles and amphibians.

An official ceremony celebrated on November 9, 2000 includ-
ed a visit from then Secretary of Energy Bill Richardson, Senator
Charles Schumer, and Susan MacMahon from the Fish and Wildlife
Service.  There has been great support for these efforts and
Secretary Richardson stated that this was the ninth site across the
DOE complex that has preserved land in a similar fashion.  That
adds up to over 200,000 acres of unique wild lands across the
Nation.

The Upton Ecological and Research Reserve includes an
ecosystem of forest and wetlands.  While touring around the
Reserve you may spot the endangered Eastern Tiger Salamander in
the wetland area, or the State threatened Banded Sunfish in one of
the ponds.  Commonly seen are the white tailed deer and wild
turkey.  If you are quiet, you may see Red Fox, Eastern Box Turtles,
or a Red Tailed Hawk.

Tim Green, Ph.D., the Natural Resource Manager at
Brookhaven National Laboratory, is working on the development
of a Comprehensive Natural Resources Management Plan for the
site.  This plan is an update of the site•s Wildlife Management Plan
and will involve formation of a Technical Advisory Group (TAG)
in the development of an ecosystem-based plan.  BNL will draw on
the depth and breadth of knowledge supplied by this group.  The
TAG is composed of representatives from the Fish and Wildlife
Service, Department of Energy, Pine Barrens Commission, Suffolk
County Parks, Citizen;s Advisory Council to BNL, Brookhaven
Executive Roundtable, The Nature Conservancy and the Peconic
Estuary Program.

The Upton Reserve will be managed in a way to promote con-
servation and support ecological research related to the Central
Pine Barrens.  Information gained from this research will provide a
better understanding of the natural processes occurring within the
Pine Barrens and aid in the development and modification of man-
agement of this unique ecosystem.

The Fish and Wildlife Service is also charged with the devel-
opment of wildlife and nature oriented educational programs.  As
the management of the Upton Reserve develops, educational pro-
grams will be offered.  These programs will likely target local
schools and will provide lessons on the Pine Barrens, helping to
ensure that our children have a better understanding of the area in
which they live.

If you would like more information about the Upton
Ecological and Research Reserve, you  may contact Tim Green,
Cultural & Natural Resource Manager at Brookhaven National
Lab by e-mail at tgreen@bnl.gov or call 631-344-3091.

PIPELINE (continued from page 1)

harmful approach to the energy objectives being sought."
The Society has spoken with Islander East representa-

tives and voiced many of their concerns. "The Pine
Barrens Society is open to suggestions regarding alterna-
tives to the proposed pipeline project." says Amper, "We
would be willing to consider a project that would not
require the destruction of habitat and drinking water
resources within the Core Preservation Area, or one that
follows guidelines set for the Compatible Growth Area of
the Central Pine Barrens."

The recent construction of a 26-inch Keyspan pipeline
extension on the South side of the LIE has shown that by
using different drilling and construction techniques, a pipe
of this size can hug the edge of the road and still satisfy
the needs of all interested parties.  Society representatives
recently met with New York State Department of
Transportation, Pine Barrens Commission and Keyspan
officials about ways to decrease environmental impacts
before, during, and after construction, of large pipelines.
Keyspan has plans to extend the 26-inch pipe even further
east, which would most likely take it through the Core of
the Pine Barrens.

Executive Director Richard Amper remarked, "There
are at least 26 new power projects being planned for Long
Island, many of them threatening sensitive habitat and
drinking water resources.  This just emphasizes the need
for a formal comprehensive plan for Long Island's energy
needs."
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“We mean business about the environment”
A copy of the last annual report filed with the Department of Law may be

obtained by writing the Department at Office Tower, Empire State Plaza,

Albany, NY 12242 or may be obtained directly from the Long Island Pine

Barrens Society, Box 429, Manorville, New York 11949-9801.

Time is Running Out

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

RICHARD AMPER

First, let's dispose of the car crash.  Amie Hamlin,
Director of the New York League of Conservation
Voters' Long Island Chapter and I were darn near

killed by a motorist who failed to stop for a red light at
close to 70 miles per hour.  Bad experience.  If you haven't
met her, do.  Amie does so much
for Long Island's environment,
your first instinct, upon meeting
her, is to just thank her profusely.
It's a good instinct.

Anyway, thanks to the scores
of people who called, wrote, sent
flowers and candy and soup, but
most of all -- prayed.  The out-
pouring of support, caring and
kindness beats a eulogy any day.
Thanks.  Fortunately, Amie's on
the mend, and I'm approaching
100 percent.

In the interest of humor -- the
best antidote to adversity -- one of my surgeries dealt with
a broken jaw.  The remedy was wiring my jaw shut.  Dr
Degum, a man of intelligence and candor was confronted
by yours truly -- a guy, also known for bluntness (in case
you hadn't noticed).  "When you're done with this proce-
dure, will I be able to talk?" I asked in trepidation.  Dr.
Degum paused for a moment to ponder the question.  Then
he answered, "Well, technically, the answer is 'yes'.Ž He
said assertively, "You WILL be able to talk, but it will
sound to your listeners as though you're talking through
gritted teeth."  "No problem," I quickly responded, "That's
the way I sound most of the time, anyway."

I tell this story, so that I can tell another one.  A year
ago, the Pine Barrens Society warned about a bogus and
disingenuous argument.  It contended that the wildly pop-
ular Clean Drinking Water Protection Program, supported
by a quarter penny in sales tax, did not permit borrowing to
make the program work was wrong and dangerous.  I think
I made the warning through gritted teeth.

First approved by voters in the late 80's by 84 percent
margins, the program allowed Suffolk to buy land essential
to drinking water protection and habitat preservation, the
way a homeowner would buy a house.  "Buy now; pay
later."  It was a mortgage on our future and it worked.
Quickly, Suffolk spent more money preserving open space
than 45 of the 50 states.

When the program sunset in 1998, the Suffolk County
Legislature quickly re-authorized it.  When it was, again,
approved by referendum, suddenly, preservation opponents
contended that it had been re-authorized without permis-
sion to borrow against anticipated revenues as the earlier
program ensured.  "Duh!" Think about it.  Here, with the
last available land to preserve disappearing by the minute,
the State of New York offers zero percent financing if we

buy the diminishing open space now -- before it's lost to
development and before its cost increases and Suffolk says,
"Cannot do!"  Preposterous.

Of course, some Suffolk lawmakers proposed re-submit-
ting the issue to the voters and some environmental groups,
reluctantly, acceded.  But your Pine Barrens Society warned

that this approach put all land
acquisition programs in jeopardy,
that the state of the economy when
the referendum was voted upon was
uncertain and that it was perfectly
legal to "buy now; pay later" for
land that protects drinking water
and preservers habitat across
Suffolk County.

The Society led the fight to win
approval by the State Legislature of
a law ensuring Suffolk's right to
continue the successful land preser-
vation program.  Republican Fred

Thiele and Democrat Steve Englebright led the charge.  I
reiterate my insistence that preservation need not be partisan.
When it comes to the environment, it is not a contest
between Republican and Democrat; but between right and
wrong.  Mother Nature is not registered to any political
party.  We all drink from the same well.  We must make the
environment apolitical.

Well, a year later, all of Suffolk's preservation programs
will expire by year's end -- precisely as predicted and unless
Suffolk County acts soon, even the Clean Drinking Water
Protection Program will go unfunded while New York State's
budget fails to fund the essential Environmental Protection
Fund.

So, it's not so bad that Dr. Degum failed to keep my jaw
wired shut.  I'll continue to warn of the funding failures that
threaten drinking water protection and habitat preservation.
And I'll continue to thank you for your encouragement and
for your support.  The Pine Barrens Society means business
about the environment, and we mean to finish the job.

“Buy the diminishing open

space now--before it’s lost to

development and before its

cost increases.”
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Dumb and Dumber

PINE BARRENS SOCIETY PRESIDENT

ALAN SINGER

You'd think people would learn.  It's not bad enough
that town after Long Island town, processes develop-
ment applications like drivers licenses instead of

planning the landscape.  As Robert Yaro, Executive 
Director of the Regional Plan
Association says, "If you zone for
development, don't be surprised if
you get development."  So, towns
from west to east hold hearings,
review applications and approve
development.  Then they act sur-
prised when taxes for new govern-
ment services go through the roof,
our roads get congested, our air and
water quality decline and suburban
sprawl spreads.  It is said that the
first sign of insanity is doing the
same thing over and over again, yet expecting a different
result.  The East End will look like Queens if it processes
development applications the way Queens did.

But as I said, that's not bad enough.  No, we have to
fight the same stupid battles over and over again -- in this
case, over the very same parcel of land.  Its the 2900-acre
former Navy-owned, Grumman operated property at
Calverton -- now owned by the Town of Riverhead.  Guess
what the town is proposing to do with it?  Build a jetport.
As Yogi Berra observed "It's deja vu all over again."  Didn't
the Society fight and win this battle a decade ago?

Ten years ago, when the scheme to create an airport at
Calverton was overwhelmingly rejected, the idea was
called, "dumb."  It was recognized as bad for the economy,
the environment and quality-of-life.

Today, the Kozakiewicz administration's resurrection of
this discredited notion is even dumber.  Opposed by the past
three Riverhead administrations -- Republican and
Democrat alike -- and by the people of Riverhead and their
elected officials across the East End, there's more reason
than ever to put this notion down for the count.

Today, it would cost millions of taxpayer dollars to
restore and maintain the aging facility.  The same people
who wanted to put taxpayers in the entertainment business
(when the business community would not invest a dime)
now want hard working Riverhead families to invest in the
aviation industry. That's right -- the aviation industry in
2001!  Last month, Boeing announced the layoffs of 31,000
workers.  American and United Airlines pared 20,000
staffers, Delta 13,000.  Everyone knows that aviation is in
free fall.  Still, Councilman Ed Densieski and the
Kozakiewicz administration, prodded by aviation buff
Steve Kirschenbaum want Riverhead residents to bankroll
their pet project.  How irresponsible.  Perhaps they also see
a government-sponsored Hoola-Hoop industry or public
investment in the return of leisure suits.  Pet rocks, anyone?

What's worse is that their obsession with a public airport

is chasing away more than $50 million in realistic re-use
offers that would put the Calverton property on the tax rolls
with projects that would attract real businesses and real
jobs, backed by private enterprise to a town that needs and

deserves the revenue.  So, the air-
port myopia is killing us in every
way.

It's time for the airport minority
to put up or shut up.  After ten
years, they have yet to uncover a
single lucrative offer for the "gem
in the crown" of Riverhead --
Calverton's 2900 acres.  They
promise hundreds of high paying
jobs.  Name them.  Who is the
employer?  What are the qualifica-
tions?  What is the salary?  Where

does one apply?  Is it Delta? Boeing? Emory Airfreight?
Who?  How much?  When?

The laws of nature aren't interfering with Calverton re-
use; it's the laws of supply and demand.  Face it.  We're liv-
ing in a new world.  The glory days of Grumman and going
to the moon are things of the past.  Why?  Because there's
no money in it.  Northrop/Grumman didn't give up the
Calverton site out of generosity to Riverhead, but because
they recognized that aviation was not in its future.  When
we've finally received something of value from the federal
government, why are a few so ready to give it back to
Washington (by giving control to the Federal Aviation
Administration)?

If the airport buffs really believed this was good for
Riverhead, they'd be honest about it.  They tell the public
they want planes of 30 seats or fewer, while they make con-
tractors agree to runway setbacks that will accommodate
727's, 737's and Airbusses.  They create ten mile approach-
es over all of our communities.  For Cessnas and Piper
Cherokees?  They won't even mention the true costs to tax-
payers because everyone would dismiss it in a moment.

Before the politicians and the pro-airport extremists ask
the people of Riverhead to pay millions to re-open
Calverton for a non-existent business at the expense of real
re-use opportunities, the people of Riverhead ought to
make the demand made famous by the film "Jerry
Maguire," -- "Show me the money!"  Not the millions
Riverhead taxpayers will have to shell out to open and run
the place -- not the millions that will go flying out the door
if those who are offering hard cash to bring business to
anything but an airport.  No, show us the money that can
justify the years of delay, disingenuousness and downright
dishonesty that those shamelessly promoting this airport
have been feeding us.

Unless someone can show any benefit at all from the
development of an airport at Calverton, let's let this dis-
credited idea die again.  This time, for good.

“Ten years ago, the scheme 

to create an airport at

Calverton was dumb. 

Today, it’s even dumber.”
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“Enough is Enough!” Update:  Do the Towns Make the Grade?

As you know, the "Enough is Enough" initiative
involves public education and advocacy about the problem
of over-development on Long Island. It features a print,
radio and television campaign, the release of Top Ten lists
by town and region, of the most important parcels of land
that must be preserved through public acquisition of the
properties, and stepped up litigation to prevent the approval
of environmentally threatening development proposals.
But, how is the progress being measured?  Are towns, coun-
ties, and New York State being held accountable for demon-
strating progress in environmental areas?

The Pine Barrens Society is proud to say yes.  The
•Enough is enoughŽ campaign•s issuing of the first in a
series of quarterly "Report Cards," which critique govern-
ments' efforts to protect drinking water and preserve open
space and farmland, marks the Society's most recent
attempt to effect a more streamlined preservation process.
The "grades" reflect towns', county, and state progress on
preservation. The first of the report
cards were released on July 9, 2001.
Performance varied.

Shelter Island
Shelter Island finished at the top of

the class with an overall grade of "A-,
earning a pair of "A-'s" in the categories
of Open Space and Farmland
Preservation.  This town has a greater
percentage of land preserved than any
other Long Island town, and according
to Executive Director of the Pine
Barrens Society, Richard Amper, the town •has an excep-
tional commitment to preservation. and drinking water pro-
tection.Ž

Southold
Southold finished the quarter with an overall grade of

B+.  The town's strongest showing was an A in the catego-
ry of Land Use Planning and Regulation.  Southold also
earned a pair of "A-'s" in the categories of Open Space and
Farmland Preservation.  However, Southold was penalized
with a grade of "C" in Administration and Execution for not
using the state revolving fund for preservation.  "The town
should use the state revolving fund and the newly re-autho-
rized Suffolk County Drinking Water Protection program
for purchases soon," said Mr. Amper.

East Hampton and Southampton
East Hampton and Southampton tied with overall

grades of C- in the •Enough is enoughŽ campaign environ-
mental report cards.  

Both towns fared well in the categories of Open Space
and Farmland Preservation, and earned grades within the
•BŽ range in Administration and Execution.  

But with such a good showing in these categories, why
did East Hampton and Southampton only earn overall
grades of C-?  One reason, the towns have no drinking
water plan, despite promising to have one in place by last
April.  Town officials from both towns claim there is no
need for an imposed protection plan since they already have
adequate programs in place.  Executive Director Richard
Amper replied, "If their protection were already adequate,
then why would the town propose a plan that they never
intended to implement?"  Moreover, the towns do not
require cumulative environmental impact statements before

approving development in their state-designated Special
Groundwater Protection Areas and Drinking Water Overlay
Districts, and "all of this negligence with respect to drink-
ing water has resulted in multiple lawsuits by environmen-
tal organizations like the Pine Barrens Society,Ž Amper
said.  All of these factors combined to earn East Hampton
and Southampton "F's" in Drinking Water Protection and
Land Use Planning and Regulation.   

Riverhead
Riverhead finished at the bottom of the class with a "D-"
and the admonition, "is not really trying."  In the category
of open space preservation, Riverhead concluded the quar-
ter with an F.  The town, according to Amper, "cannot even
identify projects in its Special Groundwater Protection
Areas;" as a result, the town concluded the quarter with a
dismal showing of "D" in Drinking Water Protection.
Earning an F in Land Use Planning and Regulation,
Riverhead has failed to appoint an administrator to oversee

the Community Preservation Fund, "a
virtually untapped resource for preserva-
tion," according to Amper.  In three
years, Riverhead has spent less than 15%
of the total amount of money it has col-
lected and has not benefited from the
zero percent interest rate offered by the
Environmental Facilities Corporation.
The town's most recent farmland pur-
chase was in April of 2000, and all of the
farmland and open space purchases that
were made in Riverhead from April to

May were done by Suffolk County.  However, Amper
asserted, "The Pine Barrens Society is only grading stu-
dents on what they have done, not what they have promised
to do, and although the Pine Barrens Society is not criticiz-
ing Riverhead because Suffolk purchased the land in the
town, it cannot receive accolades for another student's dili-
gence."  Amper said of Riverhead, "This student has not
done his homework for years, and the land is rapidly disap-
pearing."

The Society hopes most of the towns will improve in
the next quarter. "We don't expect officials of towns exhibit-
ing poor performance at preservation to be happy with their
grades," Amper said. "Like errant or lazy students, they
must buckle down and work harder to improve their grades
in the next quarter," he added, "nothing less than the future
of our environment is at stake."

FUNDS (continued from page 1)
3500 acres of Pine Barrens remain to be purchased and
environmentalists have identified more than 10,000 acres
of open space and 20,000 acres of farmland on the East
End which they want to see preserved.  "This land must be
protected now before it is developed and before it becomes
more expensive," said PBS Executive Director Richard
Amper.  Some of this land is being preserved using funds
from the Community Preservation Funds in each of the
five, East End towns.  The revenue comes from a two per-
cent real estate transfer tax, approved by voters in 1998.

"The best hope is that state and county lawmakers will
remedy this problem in the next month, before the last of
the existing funds is used up," Amper said.
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Communications Fellowships
The Pine Barrens Society has begun an innovative

"Communications Fellowship" program, aimed at developing
communications professionals for non-profit organizations.
After a lengthy search, the Society
recruited two recent graduates to
learn how to help charitable groups
to communicate their message to the
public so as to more effectively
advance their objectives.

"No business would try to sell a
product or service in the twenty-first
century without an effective market-
ing and communications program,"
said Society Executive Director,
Richard Amper.  "It is equally diffi-
cult for non-profit community orga-
nizations to do their important work
without a similar strategy.Ž

Since Spring, Julie Passanante and Lauren Storms have
been working on communications design, public relations and
fundraising efforts.  They have helped produce video programs,

written press releases and advisories and
have helped design public information 
and education projects to advance the
environment.

Starting next year, they will expand
their involvement to support the projects
of other non-profit organizations, as well.
Bona fide charitable groups can apply for
assistance with their communications
needs by calling (631) 369-3300.

The salaries and other costs of the pro-
ject are being shared by three foundations
-- the JED Fund, the Rauch Foundation
and the Rockefeller Brothers Fund.

Dennis Puleston Dies at 95  

The environment lost a legend June 8 with the passing of naturalist Dennis Puleston at age 95.  Puleston was found-
ing chairman of the Environmental Defense Fund in 1967.  Now known as Environmental Defense, the organization
has 300,000 members and an annual budget of $40 million.  He created the group after concluding that Ospreys were
dying on Gardiners Island as a result of the spraying of the insecticide dichloro-diphenyl-trichorethane, better known as
DDT.  His work led to the banning of DDT, first in Suffolk, then in New York and finally in the United States and
many foreign countries.

An avid ornithologist, Puleston travelled the world and led local expeditions to remote locations around the globe
and into the Pine Barrens and other Long Island ecosystems.  A designer of boats and skilled yachtsman, in 1939 be
published a book on his excursions, titled "Blue Water Vagabond." He was an accomplished painter of birds.  He
received the Society's "Environmental Achievement Award" in 1999 and was a long-time Society supporter.  He
worked for many years at Brookhaven National Laboratory and was awarded the prestigious Medal of Freedom by
President Harry S. Truman in 1948 for his work in designing an amphibious military vessel known as the Duck.

He is survived by his wife, Betty Wellington Puleston, a son, Peter and two daughters Jennifer Clement and Sally
McIntosh.  The family maintains a home in Brookhaven.

NEW ADDITIONS: (from left to right) Julie

Passanante, Joey Gates, and Lauren Storms.

Joey is the Society’s new Office Manager.

a 1000-foot section of beach on Peconic Bay that will be
reserved for public waterfront access.  Pascucci noted that the
family has been involved with numerous educational and
charitable organizations for years and that he does not expect
to reap a profit from the land.  The family donates several
million dollars to charities annually.

Executive Director of the Pine Barrens Society Richard
Amper met with Pascucci to review his plans.  He said that
Pascucci sounded "genuinely interested in responding to
environmentalist's concerns."  Pascucci's plans seem to be
above what has been par for the course when development
meets the environment, however environmentalists promise
to closely monitor the golf course plan as it moves ahead.

Electrical Workers. 
While the land is zoned two-acre residential, Pascucci main-

tains that he has no plans to pursue a residential subdivision.
"The last thing we need out here is more houses," he said.  He
plans to enlist the help of a team of respected scientists in his
development of a plan for an organic golf course, which would
eliminate the need for pesticides and avoid increasing nitrogen
levels in the groundwater and bay; the course would be the first
of its kind on the Atlantic Coast.  Additionally, the Pascucci
family plans to turn over the deed to a 52-acre parcel of mostly
wetlands bordering Cold Spring Harbor to Southampton
College, The Nature Conservancy, or the Peconic Land Trust,
or a combination of the three, in order to create a preserve and
an environmental studies center that could include a nature
trail, a small lecture hall, and classrooms for a cooperative
biological study project which would include several col-
leges and universities.  Also included in the plans is 

Bayberry Land (continued from page 2...)
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