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TOUGH GOING ON SOUTH FORK
Drinking Water & Habitat Battle Rages On

The Grandifolia Sandhills are Lost

Efforts to extend the protection afforded by the Pine
Barrens Protection Act to the South Fork were dealt a
setback when pro-development forces launched a
disinformation campaign that derailed the preservation
effort.  As a result, a Southampton Town Board majority
voted not to extend the Pine Barrens Act to the eastern part
of the Town and East Hampton officials said they might
also opt out of the landmark legislation.

The Long Island Builders Institute, Long Island Farm
Bureau and the Southampton and East Hampton Busi-
ness Alliances coordinated a campaign charging that own-
ers of property preserved under the plan would not be
fairly compensated and that the two towns would lose
“home rule” control over land use decisions on the South
Fork.  This, despite the seven year history of the Act which
has resulted in the purchase at fair market value of almost
all of the privately owned land in the 53,000 acre Core
Preservation Area of the Central Pine Barrens.  In addition, the
State Pine Barrens Commission has never once overruled
the Southampton representative on a land use application.

Still, private property owners in the two towns were
sent ominous letters suggesting that their property would
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Suffolk County’s number one priority for acquisi-
tion, the globally rare Grandifolia Sandhills on Long Is-
land Sound in Baiting Hollow has been lost to the devel-
opment of a golf resort.  The 400-acre project by farmer-
turned-developer William Talmage was granted a change
of zone by the Riverhead Town Board in January.

The controversial development plan was approved
following “one of the worst project reviews by local gov-
ernment, we’ve ever seen,” said Pine Barrens Society co-
founder John Turner.  The Society has filed suit in State
Supreme Court against the Planning Board and Town
Board’s approvals of the golf resort, Traditional Links,
and against the Suffolk County Planning Department.
The town suits charge that Riverhead violated state envi-
ronmental law by accepting only information supplied
by the developer’s paid environmental and engineering
consultants.  The county suit charges that the County

HOSPITABLE HOST: Pine Barrens Society, Executive Director, Richard Amper,
visits with Veronica and Bryn Seltzer, granddaughters of honoree, Reggie Seltzer,
at the Society's 22nd Anniversary Gala. Story on Page 6.  Photo by Ted Curry

PARADISE LOST: Grandifolia Sandhills in Baiting Hollow where construc-
tion of a golf course devastated a rare natural treasure.  Photo by Eric Lamont
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Largest Project Ever Proposed for South Fork
Ross Institute Targets 137 Acres in Pine Barrens

The East Hampton Town Planning
Board has received an application for the
largest real estate development ever pro-
posed for the South Fork.  The proposed
project involves expansion of the Ross
School in the Wainscott area of East Hamp-
ton into a sprawling 50-building, 600,000
square foot “campus in the woods” on a
137-acre parcel in the South Fork Pine Bar-
rens and state-designated Special Ground-
water Protection Area.

The exclusive private school is being
advanced by Courtney Sales Ross, widow of
the late Time-Warner mogul Steven Ross.
East Hampton Town Planner JoAnne Pahwul
said the project had received an unprec-
edented outpouring of criticism from environ-
mentalists and civic leaders commenting on

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
for the mega-development project.

In a high-powered promotional cam-
paign for the Ross Institute, project lead-
ers have provoked harsh criticism and even
sarcasm with their assertion that the Ross
School is dedicated to enhancing environ-
mental appreciation on the part of school
students.  “It is preposterous to assert that
environmental appreciation will be en-
hanced by bulldozing Long Island’s pre-
mier ecosystem,” said PBS Executive Di-
rector Richard Amper.  The Society has urged
re-design and re-location of the project from
an area that is at the center of a watershed
and habitat corridor, some of which has al-
ready been purchased for preservation.

As part of its campaign against the

Ross School as proposed, the Society
commissioned a cartoon by noted East End
artist Van Howell, satirizing the proposal.
In the illustration, distributed as posters
for Earth Day, students are seen cavorting
around a bulldozer clearing Pine Barrens
for the school expansion.  One student ob-
serves, “The Ross School is dedicated to
teaching kids environmental appreciation.”
Another responds, “And our fifty new
buildings will have a great view of the en-
vironment once the trees are out of the way.”

Ross School officials participated in
efforts to defeat extension of the Pine Bar-
rens Protection Act to East Hampton by
surreptitiously paying postage for a mail-
ing to private property owners, ostensibly
by the East Hampton Business Alliance,

warning of alleged
threats of the drink-
ing water protec-
tion program to pri-
vate property rights.
The Society wrote
to Mrs. Ross re-
questing that she
not undercut devel-
opment of a drink-
ing water plan, sim-
ply because her
property might be-
come a target for
preservation. The
Society advocated
purchase of the land
at fair market value
for drinking water
protection and habi-
tat preservation.

The East Hamp-
ton Town Planning
Board has deemed
the Draft Environ-
mental Impact
Statement inad-
equate and a Final
Environmental Im-
pact Statement is
being prepared.
East Hampton offi-
cials say review of
the massive devel-
opment will take
until autumn or be-
yond.

PROJECT PARODY:  The Society is opposing the 484,000 square foot, 50-building expansion of the Ross School
in the Pine Barrens of East Hampton and the South Fork Special Groundwater Protection Area.  Project sponsors
say that the largest project ever proposed in East Hampton will promote “a respect for and awareness of the local
environment.”  Cartoon by Van Howell
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THE THICKET

Perpetuating the Pines
by John Turner

Mr. Turner is co-founder and a member of the
Board of Directors of the Long Island Pine Barrens Society.

SEGUE TO STEWARDSHIP: Increas-
ingly, attention is turning from land
acquisition to management of the Pine
Barrens. PBS Photo by Georgia Schwender

(continued on page 5)

Pataki Keeps the Park in Kings Park
State Creates Nissequogue River State Park

Governor George Pataki dedicated New York’s newest state
park and the first one on Long Island in 23 years.  The 153-acre

site lies at the mouth of the
Nissequogue River and leads to
Long Island Sound.  It was part
of the 562-acre Kings Park Psy-
chiatric Center, adjacent to
Sunken Meadow State Park.

The April 28 park opening
followed ongoing efforts by the
Society and other environ-
mental and civic groups to ob-
tain preservation of 75 percent
of the wooded property.  Last
fall, the governor pledged to
limit development to only 25
percent of the property.  How-
ever, only three would-be devel-
opers submitted bids to the
Empire State Development Cor-
poration and they were all re-
jected as inadequate.

Developers have said that uncertainty over responsibility for
environmental clean-up at the site and about zoning permitted by
the Town of Smithtown has thrown development plans into doubt.
Smithtown has asked state officials to fund a re-use feasibility
study and to consider state clean-up and permanent preservation
of the remaining 370 acres.  The hospital was closed in 1996 after
more than 100 years and is the last state psychiatric hospital re-
maining to be disposed of by the state.

Dozens of dilapidated buildings dot the landscape on the
hospital grounds. Still others were bulldozed into large pits and
buried.  There is no comprehensive assessment of the scope of clean-
up required, but suspected contaminants include asbestos, heavy
metals, synthetic organic compounds and even human remains.

The Society has assembled planners, business leaders and
environmental and civic groups to assist in preservation options
and was responsible for deluging state legislative representatives
from the Kings Park district with thousands of post cards support-
ing the community’s long-term commitment to at least 75 percent
preservation.

“This is a huge first step,” said Pine Barrens Society President
Richard Luppi.  The Society supports state-sponsored clean-up
and preservation of most of the land remaining.

DONNING NEW CAP: Gover-
nor George Pataki sports cap
celebrating creation of new
park in Kings Park. New York
State photo

A major aspect of the 1993 Pine Barrens Protection Act was
the creation of a nearly 100 square mile Core Preservation Area in
the Long Island Pine Barrens in which, with very limited excep-
tions, development was forbidden.  Since the adoption of the Act
and for more than a decade before it, Suffolk County and New York
State have been purchasing key tracts throughout the core pre-
serve area.  They have done so in the hope that by bringing these
lands into the public domain, and thereby preventing residential
or commercial development, the natural communities and plant
and animal species occurring on these parcels may be protected.
We are beginning to realize that we were only half right!

Lately, we have come to learn that if we are to insure that the
full complement of unique and interesting species that collec-
tively make the Long Island Pine Barrens an ecological treasure –
the buck moth and tiger salamander, the thread-leaved sundew
and eastern bluebird, to name but a few – survive indefinitely into
the future, than an approach of “acquire and ignore” won’t cut it.
Enter the need for ecological stewardship. Enter the need for a
prescribed burn program.  Enter the need for a program to discour-
age and eliminate inappropriate uses. Enter the need for a pro-

gram that reduces the im-
pacts of invasive species,
aggressive species that
with a little assistance
from humans can quickly
overwhelm more desir-
able species.  Enter the
need for a program to cur-
tail nutrient enrichment
in the Pine Barrens natu-
rally nutrient-poor wet-
lands.  Enter the need to
enhance wildlife habitat
by piecing together par-
cels fragmented by roads
and trails.  In essence en-
ter the need for a program
to actively manage the
Long Island Pine Barrens.

For in the absence of
addressing these issues,
the Pine Barrens will be-
come fire suppressed resulting in the displacement and loss of
species and communities that make the Pine Barrens a unique and


