PINE BARRENS HIDDEN TREASURE: Munns
Pond at Munns Pond County Park.  Photo
courtesy of Amie Hamlin.

For the latest on the envipn-
ment, watch the Pine Barens
Society TV Show on Cablevision

Channel 20

E. Hampton: Mon. @ 8pm & Fri. @ 11lam
Brookhaven, Western Sufolk County:
Thursday @ 9:30pm
Riverhead, Southampton, Southold:
Friday @ 7pm
Nassau County: coming soon...

A new show airs each monthogics covered incl-
ude current environmental news stories and ongoing
environmental matters like drinking water pretec
tion, transportation, engy, organic landscaping and
argiculture, farmland preservation, citizen court cas-
es and more. Special guests appear each month with
hosts Richard Ampethe Society's Executive
Director, and Jill Lewis, Associate Directoif your
region is not listed here, please call the Society at
631-369-3300 to find out how you can help us get it
aired on your local Cablevision network.
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PINE BARRENS ACT
IS TEN YEARS OLD

Landmark Legislation is Celebrated

A decade of preservation was celebrat
ed in July marking the enactment of the
Pine Barrens Protection Act.
Environmentalists, developers and elected
officials gathered to mark the landmark
legislation, which was signed into law by
Governor Mario Cuomo July 14, 1993.
Two years laterthe Comprehensive Land
Use Plan for the Barrens was approved by
Governor Geaye Pataki.

The Pine Barrens Act created a Core
Preservation Area of more than 50,000
acres where development isgaly prohib
ited and a less-sensitive Compatible
Growth Area where needed development

STOP THE MUSIC: The first of two proposed rock concerts in the Pine Barrens
was moved from Calverton just days before the two-day event. A second,
August concert was then cancelled. Government officials cited inadequate plan -

ning and police protection. Photo courtesy of NY T imes/ Doug Kuntz

can proceed under prescribed standards
and guidelines. The measure was spon
sored by State Senator Ken laé and
Assemblyman @m DiNapoli.

Many of the leaders responsible for the

Plne BarrenS COnCGtS CanCe”ed historic preservation achievement gathered

Two rock concerts planned to be held in the Pine Barrens were cancelled iﬁoﬁdng tenth aEm\{ersary on the shores of
because of inadequate planning and police protection. The Society feared that the-B6&ntzanamoka i continued on page 6)

scheduled for the former U.S. Navy/Grumman airfield in Calver
would pose a threat both to public safety and the Core Presel
Area of the Pine Barrens which surrounds the site on three side

Field Day Fest and Bonnaroo were expected to draw more
100,000 concert-goers. Field Day Fest filed its environmental ag
tion less than two months before the June event. NelvState Polic
and Sufolk County oficials said there was indidient planning tc
allow for necessary police protection. fali declined to grant tF
required "mass gathering" permit.

PBS oficials warned that the inadequate police protection w
result in concert-goers overrunning the Core Preservation Area,-
ing the Coastal Plain Ponds of Calverton, breeding ponds for th:
endangered Easteriigér Salamander and the breeding areas for ¢
land birds including the Grasshopper SparroMie Society express
concern in New ¥rk State Supreme Court and before the Nenk

State Pine Barrens Commission about spill-back of more than 1C
as motorists sought to reach the concert site on the narrow ¢

roads of Calverton and Manorville. Similar delays have been ex;

enced at other similarly-sized events. (continued on page 5)

CELEBRATING: Tom DiNapoli, Assembly Sponsor of
the Pine Barrens Protection Act of 1993 speaks at the
10th Anniversary Celebration, July 14th.  Photo cour -
tesy of Pine Barrens Society/Jane Geary




Revised Golf Course Poposal Unopposed by Envins
Three-year Conflict Over Baiting Hollow Project Ends

The developer of the now-complete
Friars Head Golf Course in Baiting
Hollow has submitted a revised propos
for a change of zone to theowWwn of
Riverhead. Satisfied that their concerr
about the project have been overcon|
under the new plan, environmentalist
who successfully sued to block the orig
nal plan, have withdrawn their objections

Representatives ofraditional Links,
LLC, the developer of Friars Head an
environmentalists including the Long
Island Pine Barrens Societidorth Fork
Environmental Council and Long Islang
Neighborhood Network met over thg
course of a year to overcome the enwviro
mentalists' concerns about the project ¢
the Grandifolia Sandhills -- land they ha
targeted for preservation.

Last yeara state appellate court over

iect
turned approval of the golf course proje.CGRANDIFOLIATED SANDHILLS: A view of the Long Island Sound from Friars

citing a number of violations of state envi Head Golf Course. Environmentalists abandoned opposition to opening the

ronmemal law Work!ng .'n concert with o rse after the developer made environmental concessions.
environmental aganizations, we have

amended our application to take innatural areas of the property and a prstakeholders before engaging government,”
account their concerns,” said Kenneorganic approach to turf grass maintenanhe said, "I guess we're all wishing we had
Bakst, Managing Member ofraditional has been agreed to. "While we would haused this approach three years ago."

Links. "I think everyone's needs hapreferred to see the property preserved, A key wish of environmentalists was that
been met and | am pleased that this eogolf course is complete and will be ec(Traditional Links consider "ganic golf," a
erative process will allow the project inomically beneficial to Riverhead, and thrterm used to stress the preference for limiting
move ahead without objection," he add¢overall project is much more environmerchemical herbicides, pesticides and feriliz

The revised plan calls for a dramaitally responsible, thanks to the cooperatiers. North Fork Environmental Council and
reduction in the number of houses that capproach we've all taken," said PirLong Island Neighborhood Network have
be built on the land -- from as many as 3Barrens Society Executive Directoibeen promoting "ganic golf," across Long
to 70. The project layout has been |Richard Amper "This is an excellentisland. The two groups met withraditional
designed to protect the most importeexample of working out diérences amongLinks and other golf course operators and
won promises of cooperation for a pilot pro
gram to evaluate the feasibility and benefits
of the approach. Debra O'Kane, Executive
Director of NFEC said, "\& are pleased to
know that Friar's Head is committed to
reducing the impacts of pesticides on our
ground and surface waters. They will be set
ting a great example for other golf courses."
And, Neal Lewis, Executive Director of
LINN added, "It is good to see golf courses
are taking steps to reduce pesticide use and
work with safer omganic products for the
sake of drinking water protection."

"The environmentalists made reasonable
requests and we responded reasonably
Bakst concluded. "I heartily recommend this
approach to overcoming €iulties in the
future."

Cartoon by Stan Eales. Permission from CartoonStock.

This Place Long Island, Pat Il

by John Trner Co-founder of the Pinethe Peconic Bay harbors ¢gr rafts of seawild places and open spaces and has the
Barrens Society ducks in the winter- the vocal long-taileonly federally-designated wilderness area
ducks with their bubblegum pink bills, thin New York State - on that most fragile and
Paradise Redux red-breasted mgansers with their puntdynamic strand of sand called Fire Island.
While diminished, this place Long Islarrocker haircuts, and the countless numlThis, in a state that boasts the Adirondack
today still provides home and hotel acco of stout-bodied scoters- white-winged sccand Catskills forest preserves;
modations to more than 300 species of-reers, the clownish surf, and the not so eo
dent and migratory birds, some of which émon common scoter; one flock of scoter:This place Long Island reaching from the
hemispheric globetrotters passing throucounted, more than a decade ago, from shadow of the great metropolis, has pretect
on their magical journeys that connect thpavilion at Montauk Point State Park eoed nearly 60,000 acres of land in the Pine
breeding and wintering grounds (it remintained 35,000 birds and where last winteBarrens. Do the math and we're talking
me of the classic surfing movie in searchwas privileged to watch as a thousand-ginearly 100 square miles of land, a big
perpetual summer); a spectacular examrnets dropped like torpedos from 100 feenough place for you to get lost in the
is the blackpoll warblemwhich in breedingsending up ten foot plumes, as they partiwoods, lage enough for you to be able to
plumage is reminiscent of a black-capppated in a full-fledged feeding frenzy pre'walk from Rocky Point to the Shinnecock
chickadee. In the fall the overwhelmiring on a school of herring estimated toccCanal, your feet never leaving public park
majority of individuals of this speciestain 400 million fish; land. That's your land and that's my land;
which weigh less than an ounce, move € and it's the land of the prairie warbler and
to the Canadian Maritim-es, New EnglaiThis place, Long Island which still boasts Mr. Drink-your-tea.
and Long Island, some having flown inearly three dozen species of nati
much as 3,000 miles from Alaska. Arorchids. And lurking in the wetlands- no'This place Long Island where on the
then in a 2,300 mile leap of faith the:pull in your fingers and toes- are plants tt13,000 acre Montauk Peninsula, from the
feathered pud$, (as one writer has noteeat animals: more than half a dozen bliNapeague strip east, two-thirds of all the
you could mail one using a single postaderworts, the umistakeable pitcher pleland is publicly-owned parkland;
stamp) launch out in favorable weather-ccand three species of sticky sundews; bea
ditions (a high pressure system with winful, but deadly!; Here on Long Island we have lost much but
from the northwest) into the hostil we achieved so much. Perhaps we needed
Atlantic. At first they head to the southeeThis place, this crowded Long Island, stloss to understand what we wanted to gain.
staying the course until about Bermuharbors tigers in the night, as in tiger saSo let's give due to the great and lasting
where they pick up the trade winds ttrmanders; if you doubt this go then onwork of Long Island's great conservation
redirect them to the southwest making larwarm and dank late winter night when tlists and naturalists - people such as Dennis
fall typically in Venezeula or Guyana sonscent of pine is strong and you can wailPuleston, Gil RaynorRoy Latham, Leroy
72 hours later That's right folks after liftingthese magnificent ambystomid salamand Wilcox, Edwin Way Teale, and Robert
from LI they fly non-stop for as much &- the mole salamanders as charismatic Cushman Murphy who was the first to
three days straight. During this time thany amphibian can be -engaged in an e advocate for the establishment of a Pine
will have flapped their wings an estimatecold uige to reproduce as they crawl down Barrens preserve, ging governmental
million times, never more than a second their vernal ponds in search of a mate; officials to “make it a really big preserve".
two rest between flaps, and as o Let's appreciate the ongoing and tireless
researcher noted if they burned gasol This place, Long Island where the stripecefforts of folks like Paul Stoutenhgin, Art
instead of stored fat they would get abcskunk hangs on by its fingernails and t Cooley Jim Tripp, Steve Englebright, Dick
720,000 miles to the gallon; gray fox by the tips of its fingernails; Amper, Marilyn England, Dan Morris, and
many many others. Most importantliet's
This place, Long Island whose coast stil This place, Long Island whose citizenscontinue to marvel at and revel in the magic
offers nurturing habitat for dozens of bealed the successful fight to end the DCof the natural world as it unfolds around us,
dependent species including piping plovemadness, who passed a county bottle in infinite variety and expression every day
62 new youngsters growing up on Souwhich catalyzed a state bottle lawho Like ripples in a pond caused by a tossed
ampton beaches this year alone- tensbanned sudsy detgnts, who have voteipebble, let's carry our fefts forward and
thousands of sea beach amarafor 19 out of 20 ballot measures to proteoutward to convince others to protect those
(Amaranthus pumilus), a modest plant land, and who dedicated its four rivers places so special to us and let's continue to
ever there was one and where earlier ithe state's river protection program; whaoreveal to our fellow Long Islanders by
year at Orient Point State Park seabebays and estuaries - the Peconic Binforming, educating and advocating, and
purslane Sesuvium maritimum was redMoriches and Great South Bagnd LI most of all celebrating, the very special-nat
covered after an absence of 90 years; Sound are the focus of curative measure:ural treasures that collectively comprise
restore their ecological health and vitalityLong Island.
This place, this crowded Long Island, st
boasts whales frolicking bEhore and har This place, Long Island which has speniFill your pockets deeply with pebbles and
bor seals onshore and where at the mout more than half a billion dollars to protect itoss often. Thank you.




EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
RICHARD AMPER

Older, but Not Necessarily Wser

I n a cover story and on the facing page, we mark the teitdhe public interest.

anniversary of the Pine Barrens Preservation Act. EveryoneRecords obtained under the Freedom of Information Law show

is celebrating it as an historic achievement. But, amidst ti@t the Commission spent $1.3 million on outside counsel in the
hoopla and praises received July 14, was a legal document ffagt decade of the Pine Barrens Act. In all five cases where the
the Pine Barrens Commission -- the government body the Piieiety had to sue to stop illegal Pine Barrens developmert, all
Barrens Act created. the projects were located in Brookhaven. In all five cases| the

It seems the Commission was Brookhaven Supervisor supported the development project. | And
appealing two, two year-old cour in all five cases the Society pr
rulings in favor of the Pine vailed. It sounds like business-gs-
Barrens Society which overturneq ; usual in Brookhaven town.
the Commission's approval of the There afe still some government Increasinglythe Supervisors o
construction of horse riding arenal .. . Brookhaven, Riverhead and
in the Core Preservation Area Officials who, a decade Iatqust Southampton are siding with one
where development is prohibited another on matters like frivolous
The Court agreed with us that+id legal appeals, absence of the need
ing is recreation and constructio for protection of the Pine Barrens
is development: Recreation is in connection with proposed rogk
allowed, but development isn't. concerts, and other anti-enviro
It's a no-brainer! ment actions. This stems from the absence of true institutjonal

| say "seemed to be appealing” because minutes of thglerstanding of the intent and benefits of the Pine Barrens Act
Commission's meetings show no authorization of any appeid in some cases, just plain arrogance. So, there are still|some
To be fair much of the Commission's meetings are conductedgavernment dfcials who, a decade latejust don't get it.
secret in what are called "advisory sessions." That's where theSo, here's what we're going to do. If the Supervisors w.
public's business in conducted in private. But while the lavarry each other's wafewe should at least make it a heavy ljft.
allows confidential advice from counsel, it requires actions ¥e've put John Jay Lalle of Brookhaven, Robert Kozakiewi¢z
the Commission to be taken in public. of Riverhead and Patrick Heaney of Southampton on noticg that

We called three Commission representatives to find out hewy vote to support a colleague on the Commission that is deemed
and why these appeals were taken and they didn't know that thag for the Pine Barrens will result in retaliation in the court of
had been. Stranger still, was the discovery that the two ridipigplic opinion by the Pine Barrens Socjetyt just against the
arena proposals have been withdrawn -- abandoned by thdspervisor promoting the illegal development or bad envifon
proposing them. So, what is this appeal all about? mental policy but by all who support it. Let's see how much-trpu

The following week our intrepid attorneiRegina Seltzegot ble one politician will let another get him into.
a letter from the Gwn of Brookhaven seeking a "stipulation" in It is not our purpose to put a damper on the festivities, nor to
another case the Society won and the Commission lastll Y minimize the success and importance of the landmark legislation
recall the matters of illegal clearing and construction dhat is the Pine Barrens Protection Act. Ratiigs to reinforce
Brookhaven-owned land at the Long Island Shooting Rangetl need for eternal vigilance. It was persistence that won ug Pine
Ridge and the Commission's approval -- again at Brookhavdd&rens preservation, and it will be persistence that will keep it's
behest -- for construction of a fire truck museum building, alsoble goals alive.
in the Pine Barrens Core. It seemed for all the world that
Brookhaven was threatening to appeal that decision unless E‘]QNG ISLAND
Society caved in, and permitted Core Area development. | PINE BARRENS

We have reluctantly concluded that these appeals are beM@OC|ETY
filed as a form of harassment, in response to our having com _
plained about the illegal clearing and construction at the shpot Officers
ing range. The intent is to strain the Society's limited resoufces /lan Singer President Robert McGrath
and to discourage us from discussing Brookhaven's contirwueé\.“na Leonhardt, Secretary Maureen Michaels

. - . incent Scandole,r€asurer Adriana Niazi

failure to prosecute the operator of the facility who is well-can John Tirner
neCted to BI‘OOkhavemWn pOlitiCianS. Executive Director Richard Amper

It won't work. W& will continue to press for prosecution of Editor Jane Geary
the range operator and restoration qf the sitee HAve also “We mean business about the environment”
asked . th.e appea_ls _Court to sanctlon Brookhaven and Ah&py of the last annual report filed with the Department of Law may be|
Commission for bringing these frivolous appeals. Governmejtained by writing the Department at Office Tower, Empire State Plaza,

has no place attacking non-profiganizations who are working Albany, NY 12242 or may be obtained directly from the Long Island Pine
Barrens Society, Box 429, Manorville, New York 11949-0429.

dont get it."

Board of Directors

PINE BARRENS SOCIETY Co-FOUNDER
RoOBERT MCGRATH

Ten Years Later

L€ Look, if you had one shot, one opportunity seize every house on July 14th for a small celebration, | became filled yvith
thing you ever wanted-one momentpdd you capture it or @ sense of pride that comes from knowing you were part of
just let it slip?" - Marshall Bruce Mathers IlI something truly remarkable and simply good. Seeing long {ime

It's funny how life can move by so quicki®ne minute you're friends who I'd lost touch with rekindled the passion and gon
embroiled in one of the most significant preservation movemehistion. It seems like only yesterday thadriT Stock was my
that Long Islander's will ever realize and, next thing you knoweighbor in Smithown and yet there he was thirty years Giter
you pick up the paper and people are cel Larocca shared a poignant moment
ebrating its ten-year anniversafow. with John Trner and |, admitting to us

Ten yegrs! Wher)e/ did the time gcr??/ﬂ mu To quote Mr Mathers Il that this will always be his finest

admit that when this past July 14th cam accomplishment. Long time Society

that | truly had fogotten its significance.| one last time, “Yu can do| Board members iny Scandole an

But, reading the article in the paper fille Nina Leonhardt both professed that|if

me with a sense of pride that was bo . . | they had it to do it over again, they|d

near and distant all at once. anythlng you set your mir (ldo the exact same thing. God bless you
Reading further through the article, both!

came to relive some of the many mem ” : | drove home via a route that | us

ries of just what it took to accomplish to, man. And we ser did. when Dick and | would meet. It w

what we all did back then. | fondly always inspiring to drive past coastal

remembered November 21, 1989 when a little known group Ri&in ponds and scenic vistas. Thankfuityvould be no dfeer-
bushwhackers, who faictionately called themselves the Longnt on this day as well. I am proud to be able to say that I|was

Island Pine Barrens Societgrought the layest lawsuit of its part of a movement that recognized the necessity of asking|gov

kind against local government in arficef to safeguard our envi ernment to do the right thing by our children's drinking water

ronment and its natural resources from further degradationrand our Pine Barrens heritage. Reading in the paper that ten
remembered March 9, 1992 when the historic ruling was handrs later our &rts are now considered a model for sensiple
down by the Appellate Court requiring that the cumulativ@rowth, only confirms what we knew all along.
impacts of development on the integrity of Pine Barrens be stud As | arrived home, one of my four daughters asked me what
ied before any further development could continue. the souvenir baseball was fit's a way of remembering a great

| also remembered the phone call | received at 10:51 AM Bfe in my life, | explained to heShe was only three months o}d

November 24, 1992 from Dick explaining that the state's high&éten the legislation was signed into Jesw it was exciting t

court had ruled in favor of the towns and county and dismisg&live the memories with heShe sat there mesmerized a

our earlier victory in favor of the developersty! also remem €xplained that her daddy and two of his good friends started a

bered Dick guaranteeing that the battle was not over and that dnevement that led to one of the greatest environmental victories

day we would realize our dream. in the nation.

The road to that historic victory started with the "Why Can't Often, when | think about the Society's Pine Barrens

Long Island" campaign on April 12, 1993, progressed to a-meBteservation Initiative, it seems like we were destined te suc

ing of minds at the L.I.A. on April 25th at which Jim Larocca, theeed. Looking back over the years, as | have done this pastweek

L.I.A. President, rolled out for the first time the now histori@’ SO, has me realizing once again just how significant (our

preservation "map." Recalling these memories had me pullidgcomplishments were. | can also say without hesitation that if |

out my journal from that incredible time. | read with such prid@o had it to do over again, I'd do the exact same thiadée
an entry from May 2, 1993: sure it wasn't easput it sure was worthwhile.

"After four years of fighting, Dick and | have finally admitteq (Pine Barens ConcerCancelled continueddm page 1)

to one another that if the current legislative initiative doeq "The people of Long Island did not commit more than $250

become reality within sixty days we had all better find new pimillion to preserve the Pine Barrens, only to see them tr

fessions. Pine Barrens Society Board members are in Chaptdjike Woodstock," said PBS Executive Director Richard Amper

Dick himself hasn't _been paid in r}early a yeay own wife is _ The Field Day Fest, featuring bands such as the B

th_oroughly fed Up.WIth the whole situation. But sitting there wi Boys and Radiohead, was moved to Giants Stadium at t

Dick by the lakeside wasia lesson in both accomplisShment |, yont. Then the promoters of the Bonnaroo event can

persistence, melded with sadness for all that we have give he Lona Island event. A similar Bonnar n

ourselves, our families, our pocketbooks. One can only wondet ¢ Long S mrar bonnaroo -conce

ManchesterTennessee in June, tied up fiafor 13 hours an

any other group could have pulled ifdf\e ended our meeting . ) ;
today agreeing that if something did not break within sixty da resulted in dozens of arrests and the confiscation of $50,

we'd have to get out. There simply weren't any more smoke [ll€gal drugs. .
mirrors left." The airfield site is in the Compatible Growth Area w

Within six weeks, the dream was realized. And today we ddevelopment is permitted consistent with standards and
all look back and be proud and grateful. As | drove to Dicllines approved in 1995.




Newsday to Receive dp Environmental Honors

The Board of Directors of the Longtion, will receive the group's
Island Pine Barrens Society will honofEnvironmental Achievementward," the
Newsday and publisher Raymond Janssame evening, at the brand newrréce
with its award for "OutstandingRoom at Oheka Castle in Cold Spring.
Contribution to Long Island's  "We're delighted that Michael Pascucci
Environment” at its 26th Anniversaryof WLNY-TV has graciously déred to
Environmental Avards Gala, October 9. chair this year's event,” said Society

Newsday is being honored for its excePresident Alan SingerPast award winners
lent editorial policy on environmental matinclude Governor Gege Pataki, KeySpan
ters and their impact on the Island's econ&negy, Attorney General Robert Abrams,
my and quality-of-life. The award alsdState Senator Kenneth LaNe and
honors the newspaper's faaccurate and Assemblyman Thomas DiNapoli, and
balanced coverage of the environmemtany other luminaries who have con
including the investigative series, "Publi¢ributed to the quality of Long Island's envi
TO BE HONORED: Raymond Jansen, Land; Private Profits," and celebrates th®nment both inside the Pine Barrens and
publisher of Newsday -, will accept the publication's continuing environmentabut.

Society’ s 2003 award for *Outstanding series, "Our Natural bfld." PBS Executive DirectpRichard Amper
Eon.mbu“on }o Long !Sland s Edith Muma, founder of the Jesse Smitkaid in a letter to MiJansen, "This is a per
nvironment” at PBS’ s 26th Anniversary . . .
Environmental A wards Gala at Oheka Noyes Foundation and Pre3|den'F of the Jqual pleasu_re for_ me, because owaor
Castle, October 9. Newsday photo. Fund, a Long Island-based family foundazation's relatlonsh|p with the paper was not
P . B” P d always what it has become. | believe
reservathn IS asse Newsday's evolution is in lge measure

The New York State Legislature ha:Act was sponsored by Senator Kerflue to your enlightened leadershipe Wfe
approved two major environmental billLaValle and Assemblyman om honored that you will be on hand, persenal
that will help protect the Pine Barrens arDiNapoli, who sponsored the originally, to accept the Island's most prestigious
other open spaces. Pine Barrens Protection Act. environmental award. Congratulations to

The first provides for enhanced enforc:  In another development, the Legislature/ou and your colleagues at Newsday
ment of the Pine Barrens Protection Act. also approved legislation that will put a
establishes increased fines for clearing referendum on the Brookhavenwn bat
construction in the Pine Barrens -- to up lot which if approved, would extend the
$25,000 for Core Area violations, anCommunity Preservation Fund to
$10,000 in the Compatible Growth Are:Brookhaven.

Additional fines of up to $1,000 per day fc The Community Preservation Fund use$
as long as a violation persists, are includta 2% real estate transfer tax to generate
Earlier this yearthe three towns in thefunds for land preservation in each of thg
Central Pine Barrens adopted local lavfive East End towns. More than $100
which provide identical penalties. million has been spent, so far on the Eas

In addition, the new law empowers thEnd and more than $300 million is
New York State Attorney General tcexpected to be generated in Brookhave
enforce the Pine Barrens Act if the towns over the next ten years. Senator Ken
Brookhaven, Riverhead or SouthamptcLaValle and Assemblyman Steven Engle
fail to do so. "This new law should serve ibright sponsored the CPF legislation.

a deterrent to future abuses such as  Society co-founder Johrufner praised

clearing and construction at the Long Islaithe Brookhaven bill, "There are many
Shooting Range," said Society Executiimportant parcels of land in Brookhaven
Director Richard Amper The Chapterincluding key Pine Barrens parcels, whicH
Amendment to the Pine Barrens Protectithis fund will help to preserve," he said.
(Pine Barrens Act continued from page the Pine Barrens. Guests included James
Larocca, former president of the Long Island Association and Michael LoGrande|, chair
man of the Sdblk County Water Authority who helped craft the agreement.
Assemblymen Steven Englebright and Fred Thiele joined Edwin "Buzz" Schwemnk who

headed the Long Island Builders when the Pine Barrens Act was approved. "Thig was
a great accomplishment,” Schwenk said, "I'm proud to have been a part of it.

In a major retrospective, published for the anniverddeyvsday wrote, "A decafle NEW ADDITION: Artist’ s conception of
later, the Long Island Pine Barrens Act is still seen as one of the most significan{ evémtsew T errace Room at Oheka Castle,
in the Island's environmental histdry site of the Society’ s largest-ever event.

"This was really an extraordinary success.” Courtesy of Oheka Castle.

—
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THE THICKET

Riding in the Pine
Barrens

by Lorraine Dittko
Lorraine Dittko is the Publisher of Horse Bittoly Magazine

Horseback riding in the Pine Barrens is a delight. It's the smel
that first hits you, like you're riding inside a pine-scented potpour
ri ball. Above, the sky is an upside-down, blue and white sponge
ware bowl; belowthe cool forest air whisks past your cheek, even
on the hottest dayand makes your horse friskiy the winter the
forest is warmer than open areas since the trees and brush block the
brisk wind. Hoofbeats are nfléd by snow and their dull thud-
thud-thud is often the only sound in this peaceful place.

Horsemen also enjoy riding in the region for practical reasons
Since the trail is composed mostly of sand, one needntt shee hork
es as often (or at all, for th_at matt.er) since the soil is s_oft and PObOv.UP: Horseback riding in the Pine Barrens in
harsh on the hoof. And spills, which happen to every r&fen’t \janorville. Photo courtesy of Lorraine Dittko/Horse Directory
as catastrophic. The soft earth isgiwing, as is the underbrush,
which is free of thorny shrubs and thick stems. tough” on horse property owners by suppressing applications for

Encounters with the forest's indigenous wildlife on the trail isnew barns and prohibiting its long standing 1/2-acre zoning for
entertaining. On a particular ride | spotted a huge, red shoulddretses. dugher laws regarding manure storage and the closure of
hawk in a chink of sunlight, sitting atop a seemingly dead squirop-of sites, such as a critical composting site in Central Islip,
rel. He squared 6fvith me: would | continue my ride toward him,also hinders horse ownership.
or would | turn back? In a split second he flew over my head withA tremendous battle was fought three years ago in the Central
wings spanning six feet, leaving his meal behind, and the squiriéie Barrens region between countfiaidils and equine groups.
quite alive, leaped three feet into the air and dashed into the forBse. Central Pine Barrens Commission began a "clean-up" of
Lucky, for the squirrel, that | intervened. Robert Cushman Murphy Park in Ridge, which shut down many

There can be frightening moments riding the pine barrens tedilhorsemen's favorite trails by blocking them with logs and
as well, such as the time | spotted a hyrtegssed in full cameu debris. All that remained were minor paths that were completely
flage gearshooting deeAngry that | had frightened the deer awaynusable due, in part, to all-terrain vehicle use, which guts the
with hoof beats, he glared at me as | rode past his post. It was dugks and renders them dangerous for horseback riding. The
and he wasn't carrying a shotgun: he had a rifle. | couldn't waitN@ssau-Stiblk Horsemen's Association and Ridge civics pretest
get far out of his sights, and eerie owls' hoots completed @gewith help from an unlikely group (the hunters) who were-sym
spooky scene as if | was in a "B" horror movie. pathetic to our cause. The trails were eventually restored, but the

Horses and the Pine Barrens are a perfect match, and have Wwasning bell rang loud and clear throughout the equine communi
for centuries. Many trails blazed when the horse was the dyle
source of transportation on Long Island are still pristine, andPavid SarndfPark in Riverhead has since been closed to-hors
enduring paths have been incorporated into our town and costyand many riders mourn the loss of that wonderful 1,000-acre
parks. Blydenbugh Park in Smithtown is an equestrian park, rifelus park. Reasons for closing parks to horses ayeljelbased on
with old trails foged by the wealthy Blydenkgin clan. William misinformation and rules made by people who don't ride. | once
Floyd, who settled in the Mastic region in the 18th centagre Spoke to a park &itial who told me that the reason he favored
ated his beloved English fox hunting grounds. That's why there la@aning horses from parkland was because it was "dangerous
"non-indeginous" huge trees in Old Mastic; they're remnantsheiving all those horses riding around at night."
Mr. Floyd's attempt to replicate an English forest. ConnetquotSome user groups also confound parkland trail riders. Horses
State Park in Bohemia is another premier horseback riding p&e't compete with loud®s, which chew up the trails and make
which dates back to the 19th centuBgautiful cabins and struc them dangerous for riders. Horsemen continually repair their
tures at Connetquot have been restored by the horsement@ild, and often schedule clean-up meets to remove Btame
women who ride there. Sears Bellows in Riverhead is alsocamservancy groups are also seeking to restrict horses from trails,
esteemed trail riding park, as is Southaven Parkajph¥nk, both believing that horse manure will implant non-indigenous foliage
teeming with Pine Barrens wildlife. along trails. If that were true, Long Island would be a sea of hay

Attempts to exclude horses from Long Island parks and ridibyg now
trails began, in earnest, about five years ago. The onset of meghhe pine barrens is a unique and beautiful environment. Horses
development in Sédlk County has edged out horse propertiegand their owners) are one of the most benign users of its trails.
with battles waged between long-time horse owners and newcdiwere's nothing better than riding in the Manorville Pine Barrens,
ers. In Smithtown, near Blydenlgir Park, the planning board "gotstopping for a drink at a water-filled kettle hole, and riding on.
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