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Dear Friend:

We’re writing on behalf of the Board of Directors of the Long Island Pine Barrens Society to thank you for your support of our 48th Anniversary
Environmental Gala, Preserving Today, for Tomorrow. We trust you enjoyed our virtual celebration that featured life in the Pine Barrens – “the
People’s Park.”  We plan to extend our environmental projects into the new year.

We are thankful for the support of our Gala Committee and Committee Co-Chairs, Mr. Ross Ain of Caithness Long Island, Mr. David Calone
of Strata Alliance, and Dr. Nancy Douzinas, former President of the Rauch Foundation and Board member of the Greentree Foundation 
(Manhasset) and Teachers College, Columbia University (New York City). These leaders, along with generous committee members and in-
dividual supporters, are helping to ensure Pine Barrens preservation in perpetuity.  

This has been an incredibly busy and successful year. We are making great strides with our “The Best of the Rest” campaign. Suffolk County,
the Town of Brookhaven and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation are continuing to be bold partners in our quest
to permanently preserve an additional 3,800 acres of Pine Barrens. In addition, the Society, as part of an Island-wide coalition, advocated
for the Suffolk County Water Quality Restoration Act last year, which over 71% of voters supported! This measure is helping to ensure clean
water through grants for improved septic systems, expanded sewer systems where practical, water reuse projects and an extension to the
Drinking Water Protection Program fund that is used to acquire and preserve Pine Barrens land.  

Alas, our work is never done! We will continue our land and water preservation efforts in the new year. We will also be launching new
education, recreation and stewardship initiatives, to encourage Long Islanders to enjoy the beautiful Pine Barrens land that we all continue
to fight to protect.

I hope that you’ll take a few minutes to learn more about our work. Please accept our thanks for helping to make this year’s event so successful
and for your contribution to the Society’s accomplishments in protecting drinking water and preserving open space. We hope you will join
us for Gala 49!

Sincerely,

Nina Leonhardt
Acting Executing Director

Richard Amper
Executive Director Emeritus

Long Island Pine Barrens Society • 2042 Nor th Country Road, Suite 103 • Wading River, New York 11792 • pinebarrens.org



Long Island Pine Barrens Society's Virtual 
Environmental Gala Thursday, October 23, 2025
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Thank you for celebrating our 
48th Anniversary virtually!



The Long Island Pine Barrens and Water Protection
Formed by a unique set of geological conditions over the past 15,000
years, the Pine Barrens is Long Island’s premier ecosystem and one
of the Northeast’s greatest natural treasures. It is home to literally
thousands of plant and animal species, many of them endangered
or threatened.

Dry upland areas are dominated by the pitch pine that gives the 
region its name, though in many areas black, scarlet and white oak
share the tree canopy. Scrub and dwarf chestnut oaks dominate the
shrub thicket, joined by a variety of interesting heath plants. From
the forest floor springs a profusion of lichens and wildflowers.

The Long Island Pine Barrens also contains a diverse range of 
wetland communities, including marshes, heath bogs, red maple
swamps and rare Atlantic white cedar swamps. Wetland areas team
with unusual plants, including several insectivorous species and over
a dozen species of orchids. 

Animals in the Long Island Pine Barrens include over 100 bird
species, many of which are disappearing in the region; an 
outstanding population of butterflies and moths, including the 
threatened buckmoth; and such threatened or endangered vertebrates
as the eastern tiger salamander, eastern mud turtle and northern 
harrier hawk.

In fact, the Long Island Pine Barrens boasts the greatest diversity of
plant and animal species anywhere in the state of New York.

Virtually all of Long Island’s drinking water is drawn from a single
system of underground reservoirs, known as aquifers. This led the
federal Environmental Protection Agency to designate our aquifer
system as the nation’s first Sole Source Aquifer, requiring special
protection. The Long Island Pine Barrens overlies the source of the
greatest quantity of the purest drinking water on Long Island.

Two hundred years ago, the Pine Barrens blanketed one-fourth of
Long Island, assuring a plentiful supply of pure, fresh drinking water.
Today, most of that land has been developed, and our water supply
has been compromised. What remains beneath our Pine Barrens is
pristine and must be protected.For the last ten years, scientists have
been reporting a dramatic deterioration of Long Island’s water quality

outside of the Pine Barrens.  Contaminants resulting from household,
business and agricultural activities percolate through the ground and
enter the aquifer system that is the source of our drinking water. 
Precipitation speeds this process and also leads to run-off (rainwater
that travels across paved areas), which contributes to poor surface
water quality as it picks up contaminants. Common contaminants 
include nitrogen from household waste flowing through cesspools
and septic systems;nitrogen-based agricultural and lawn products;
pesticides and other toxic chemicals.

Harmful algae blooms, fueled by excess nitrogen, have devastated
Long Island’s shellfish industry, resulting in fish and turtle die-offs,
killed sea grasses and the closure of beaches across Long Island –
undermining our environment and economy. Latest studies indicate
that some blooms may cause neurological issues for newborns and
new-to-Long-Island varieties of algae appear to be toxic to humans.
Also, most of Long Island’s coastal waters have been deemed 
impaired by scientists and the crisis grows with every passing day.

For many years, the Long Island Pine Barrens Society and other 
environmental groups have advocated for clean water at all 
government levels. As a result, the state and federal government 
allocated billions for water quality improvement and Suffolk County
established a program that provides grants to homeowners who 
upgrade their septic systems to innovative/alternative (I/A) systems.
These I/A systems remove most of the nitrogen from home 
wastewater, thereby lessening the nitrogen impact on the aquifer 
system.  In 2023 and 2024, the Society and its environmental 
partners advocated for passage of the Suffolk County Water Quality
Restoration which, for an additional one-eighth of a cent sales tax,
provides funding for I/A grants, water reuse projects and sewer 
infrastructure where practical. It also extends the Drinking Water 
Protection Program which is used to purchase Pine Barrens land. As
they have in the past, Suffolk County voters overwhelmingly chose clean
water! The Society remains vigilant to ensure that this new funding
stream, which, according to the County, generated $3.8 million from
March 1, 2025 t0 May 15, 2025, is used solely for I/A grants, sewer
systems, water-saving projects and open space, as intended.
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Preserving the “People’s Park” – Life in the Pine Barrens    
The Long Island Pine Barren Society's The Best of the Rest initiative
is urging government to buy approximately 3,800 acres that are 
scattered acres across the Pine Barrens to ensure the ecological and
hydrological integrity of the Pine Barrens. Over the past several
decades, various levels of government have done a remarkable job
at preserving tens of thousands of acres of Pine Barrens, creating the
“People’s Park.”

Thanks to these efforts, not only are 
our drinking and surface waters 
protected, but so is the entire ecosys-
tem. Here are a few examples of life 
in Pine Barrens – species that are 
dependent on this valuable ecosystem. 

Near a vernal pond adjacent to the
Dwarf Pine Plains in Westhampton,
native plants that love water abound,
including the Highbush Blueberry
(Vaccinium corymbosum). The beau-
tiful formation of a mature specimen
displays an architectural structure of
branches on the bottom. Birds look
to its berries for sustenance and eat
them when they're white. We would
wait until they were dark blue or 
purple before eating. As you're hiking through the Pine Barrens, you
can come across a patch of blueberries, both Highbush and Lowbush
(Vaccinium augustifolium), that have still the purple berries in their
ripened state. Also, as the plant blooms white in the spring, it is 
visited by hosts of pollinators. It’s an important plant that helps 
control soil erosion, and for pollinators, for birds, and for the envi-
ronment as a whole. 

Another native plant that likes the water’s edge is the American 
vervain (Verbena hastata). Because it's native, the pollinators love it.

It grows readily, it reseeds readily and it's easy to care for. It's a tall,
statuesque plant with strikingly beautiful purple flowers and a sweet
fragrance. The ultimate height of these plants ranges from two 
feet to six feet, depending on the soil quality. This plant attracts 
hummingbirds in addition to other pollinators.

Wintergreen (Gaultheria procumbens) grows flat along the ground. It
loves to grow under the pines, in the
pine needles. This plant colonizes
and spreads as ground cover but 
usually does not form thick patches.
Its leaves are fragrant, and in the fall
and winter and sometimes in spring it
produces red berries. Those red
berries provide the flavoring for 
wintergreen gum and other products.
Once again, birds love the berries. 

A stand of Atlantic White Cedar
(Chamaeparis thyoides), which is one
of the more uncommon trees, is 
nestled In the Cranberry Bog Nature
Preserve in Riverhead. This particular
species underscores how the Pine
Barrens provides a stronghold for a
number of species that, absent the

protection of Pine Barrens, would be lost to Long Island. By far, 
the main concentrations of Atlantic White Cedar that remain on Long
Island are scattered throughout the Pine Barrens. 

These cedars have wonderful leaves that resemble spray ferns, 
displaying very flattened needles. The tiny cedar cones are not like
typical pitch pinecones, which could be 1.5 - 2.0 inches in length
and open up to shed their seed. These cones are very tiny, about the
size of your pinky fingernail. They produce small seeds, which are
easily transported by either water or by the wind. 
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